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Plumpton Out of School Hours &

 Vacation Care Newsletter

Date January 31, 2012-


WELCOME           [image: image5..pict]
Welcome back to all our families in our OOSH service. Hoping that you all had a joyful and relaxing holiday break and are ready for 2012 ……….. as we have a busy year ahead.  

UPCOMING EVENTS AT PLUMPTON.

February  -   

1st Kindy children starting this week.




13th Random Acts of Kindness Day




14th Valentines Day

March -

4th Clean up Australia Day 




17th St Patricks Day




19th Vacation Care Booking Available now.




31st Earth Hour



29th Annual General Meeting.

April - 

6th Good Friday/Public Holiday




9th Easter Monday/Public Holiday




10th to 20th Vacation Care commences




25th Anzac Day/Public Holiday

Our opening hours are 7am and closing is 6:30pm we are unable to take children before or after this time, as it is a breech of licensing. Children being picked up late will incur a late pick up fee…

Displayed on our board in the foyer we have our B&A Routine and Menu.  Our Menu includes a healthy Breakfast from 7-8am and Afternoon tea from 3-4pm set up on the table daily.  We encourage children to use their self help skills with the guidance of OOSH educators and sit at the table and engage in conversations with their peers.


Vacancies are available for morning care so if you are interested please see staff to assist you with any information required for your child’s booking.

Before & After Care Enrolments are to be returned by the 2nd week of term 1 so if you haven’t received or returned one please see staff to assist you with a form as it enables you to secure your child’s booking.  Any cancellations or changes please see staff.

Have you changed any of your contact details? If yes, please contact the staff immediately. It is very distressing for children and staff when parents cannot be contacted when needed. Thank you.

If your child is going to be absent please advise staff on 9675 5299, as the school does not inform us of your absence or information in regards to your child.
If your child attends to Good Shepherd or Richard Johnson school and is absent or been picked up early…. Please call and let us know as it prepares the ratio of children to staff… Much appreciated(
OOSH Curriculum is the new My Time My Place Framework, which we have implemented through our learning progress and outcomes. We will be attending some training throughout the coming months to ensure we continuously further our knowledge… so many new changes and challenges ahead.

Our Policy and Parent information folders are located in the foyer.  Please feel free to read through them, we love your Suggestions, comments and feedback. 

Due to our Sun Protection Policy hats and sunscreen are required to be applied at all times throughout morning and afternoon, due to our Sun Protection Policy.  We have attached some articles on Sun Protection in schools.

Anaphylaxis – is a severe allergy, which is life threatening so it is important not to pack snacks containing nuts into your child’s bag if they are attending OOSH.  We are NUT FREE Centre so please be mindful.
During the school holidays we notice a few children eating food containing NUTS….Please remember we have a Nut Free Policy. For the children who are allergic to nuts they could experience life threatening allergic reactions to any food containing nuts. 
Could we encourage parents to pack a healthy lunch and snacks for the children as we promote healthy eating and making healthy choices throughout their time at OOSH.

General Meeting – The Annual General Meeting for the year will be held on the 29th March at Blacktown Road.  Information folder will be placed on our board soon.

Staffing

Diane Rawlings is the Cluster Director for Plumpton services who manages and supports us consistently throughout her busy schedule visiting the children and staff daily.  Diane will be on holidays for a 3 weeks on a cruise leaving next week.

Karen had wonderful moments with her family at Victoria during her break and is on a mission to complete her Certificate 3 in Child Studies.

Cathie was so happy to be back at work due to all the housework she did throughout her break.  She’s ready to attend many training courses in the coming months.

Kayla has completed her OOSH Certificate IV and is on a quest to continue study her Certificate 3 in child studies in the coming weeks, Congratulations.

Erika who had a relaxing time during her extra week off with her girls at Norah Head enjoying the sunshine and beach. Erika will be attending training in February with many more to come.

Thanks to our casual staff Nancy, Rekha, Kathy and Binni for their help support and commitment they provide to the team throughout vacation care.
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If you currently have outstanding fees please attend to them ASAP as fees are payable weekly in advance and all fees need to be up to date to ensure your place in the new year 2012. Failure to maintain your fees may result in your child’s position being forfeited. 

Receipts for payments made and/or friendly reminders will be placed in your parent pockets so please check them regularly to ensure your fees are maintained and in order.

Please remember if you pay via credit card there is an additional 1.6% surcharge that applies to each transaction. 

If you have queries regarding your fees you can contact Louise directly on 9625 9462 

from 9-12pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at the Plumpton LDC 

A REMINDER that the FEES have increased to:




Before Care: $15.00  per day




After Care:   $19.00  per day

HAPPY BIRTHDAY (     [image: image3.wmf]
February;  
Riley, Corey, Daniel, Kartik, Joshua, Jack and Aiden

March; 
 Bradley, Navkreet and Jarod

April; 

Amber and Liam 

New Regulations

As of the 1st January 2012 the National Quality Framework will set a new national standard, creating greater consistency for OOSH services across Australia. An information pack will be handed out to you soon to inform you of the changes to families. 

The benefits for you and your child may include:

· Educators with increased skills and qualifications to support your child’s learning development.

· A new quality rating system, which well help you to make informed choices about the education and care you choose for your child.

An information package will be handed out to all parents by an Educator. You will be asked to sign to say you have received it. 
WE WANT YOU.
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We would like parents to volunteer their time with us throughout OOSH or vacation care to share any skills they may have and spend some enjoyable time with us all!

We are always in need of any DONATIONS ….e:g-scrap paper, recycle materials, games etc.    

Vacation Care 

Our 4 weeks of the school holidays was a fun and safe atmosphere, in which the children engaged in a variety of activities like gelbath, shaving cream fun, slime and neon goo worms which all created a care free sensory experience among the children.

The children enjoyed cooking up a storm and showing off their lifestyle skills with food preparation The children practised their hygiene skills with hand washing, paper towel drying and wearing gloves to make their own yummy muffin pizzas, nachos and candy kebabs.

The children had the opportunity to express themselves with dancing, singing, movement and games whilst using the ipod mini stereo that Erika and Katie had brought in for the children to use in a respectful and safe manner, which they did!! 

Our theme days were effective as the children had taken the initiative to dress up for our  “Spooky Freaky Friday” and the Mexican day and also Australia day in which mini prizes were given to all children who participated and made a great effort!! Thank you!

The incursions we had throughout the weeks were extremely popular. We had “Mini Olympics”, “Games2U”, “Music Bus”, and our visitor Matthew Doyle who performed traditional Aboriginal dancing using clapsticks while telling a story. The children learned about the Aboriginal culture and even participated using their musical voices creating a wonderful performance!

The excursions that we went to included attending the beanbag cinema, where we had a private setting whilst watching Alvin & The Chipmunks and enjoyed a yummy lunch and snacks all while sitting in comfortable huge bean bags with our friends.

AMF bowling was also great fun with the children in groups and aiming to get as many strikes as possible to increase their score level. The winners were Liam, Jade, Corey and Shaun. Our congratulations to all children on their scores! We all had a super fun time!!  

Community WiRES came to visit the children and gave a demonstration on how they capture their animals. They even had a live python named Amy in which a few children had the opportunity to hold.

We hope all families and children had a wonderful time with us at vacation care!!
We always ensure and encourage the children to note down their own ideas and suggestions and place them in the box at the foyer. We already have had a great outcome this time around and the children have already started to put ideas in for the April holidays!!
As there have been some changes to the CPR action plan, we have attached a copy for you to be aware of and to have at home.

	Have a laugh - Jokes from the children……..Hahahaha!!!!!!

What animal needs oil?

The mouse because it squeaks…….. By Jessica

Why was tigger looking in the toilet?

He was trying to find pooh…… By Katie

What’s an insects favourite sport?

Cricket….. By Armani

Which are the strongest creatures in the ocean?

Mussels…… By Grace  
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